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Utrecht Utrecht (Dutch:
Wolftrap) is a city and
municipality in the
southeastern Netherlands. In
2016, it had a population of
447,737. The city is located on
the banks of the River Leer, a
tributary of the Maas river,
which flows into the North
Sea. Since the municipal
reform of 2002, it is
coextensive with the province
of Utrecht. Utrecht is the



capital of the Utrecht
province, the twelfth largest
province by area, and the
largest of the Netherlands'
seven north-west provinces.
The city is home to Utrecht
University (founded 1536), the
most important university of
the Netherlands, as well as to
the Utrecht School of the Arts
(1961). The former Royal
Conservatory of The Hague is
now the Hogeschool van
Utrecht, a music conservatory
of the University. Dutch



football club FC Utrecht is
based in Utrecht; as is the
Club of Roemeniense sports
club of Romania. History The
name of the city derives from
the Utrechtse Velde, meaning
"Lower Utrecht", the "lower"
part referring to the area lying
lower than the Upper Utrecht.
The first mention of Utrecht is
found in a 13th-century
document. According to the
Nederlandse historische
Kring, the city was founded in
the late 9th century on the flat



plain of the Utrechtse Velden,
on the south side of the
Hollandse IJssel. During the
Middle Ages, Utrecht was the
seat of the Archbishops of
Utrecht, who administered the
southern Netherlands on
behalf of the Holy Roman
Empire. In 1313, the city, then
under the rule of the Counts of
Holland, became the
residence of Floris V, Count of
Holland, who wanted to gain
independence from the Holy
Roman Empire. Floris took full



control of the city in 1318 and
formed the Duchy of Utrecht,
which was officially
recognized as an independent
county in 1328. The Duchy of
Utrecht grew steadily in
importance and power until
the end of the 15th century. It
was the strongest of the
provinces of the Netherlands
at the time, comparable in
power to the Spanish and
English kingdoms, and even
comparable to the Grand
Duchy of Tuscany of the



Italian Empire. However, the
rapid growth led to
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